
Application No. 18998  Agenda Item No. 4A 

Meeting of the Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
February 27, 2015 

 
Staff Report  

 
Robert Lawson, Mokelumne River, San Joaquin County 

 
1.0 – ITEM  
 
Consider approval of Draft Permit No. 18998 (Attachment B) 
 
 
2.0 – APPLICANT  
 
Robert Lawson 
 
 
3.0 – LOCATION  
 
The project is located within and adjacent to the right bank of the Mokelumne River 
Designated Floodway (DF) at channel mile 24.90, which is outside the Sacramento San 
Joaquin Delta. See location map in Attachment A.  (Mokelumne River, San Joaquin 
County) 
 
 
4.0 – PROJECT DESCRIPTION  
 
The applicant has applied to the Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board) for an 
encroachment permit to authorize: 
 
1. Existing stairs within the DF  
2. Replacement of an existing mobile home  
3. Existing Propane tank  
4. Existing water well  
 
All of the above are within thirty (30) feet of a natural, unrevetted stream bank.  
Applicant further proposes to abandon the existing septic system and construct a new 
septic system. See Attachment C.   
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5.0 - AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD 
 
California Water Code § 8534, 8590 – 8610.5, and 8700 - 8710 
 
California Code of Regulations, Title 23 (Title 23) 
 

• § 6, Need for a Permit 
 

• § 7, Endorsement by Local Maintaining Agency 
 

• § 13.2 Consent Calendar 
 
• § 112, Streams Regulated and Non-permissible Work Periods 

 
• § 113, Dwellings and Structures Within an Adopted Plan of Flood Control 

 
• § 122, Irrigation and Drainage Ditches, Tile Drains, and Septic Systems 

 
• § 123, Pipelines, Conduits and Utility Lines. 

 
 

6.0 – BACKGROUND 
 
Camanche Dam was completed in 1963, upstream of the property now owned by Mr. 
Lawson.  The mobile home Mr. Lawson now wishes to replace was installed in its 
present location in 1968.  At that time, the County of San Joaquin permitted the mobile 
home.  The Mokelumne River DF was adopted by the Board on January 10, 1977, 
based on a discharge of 8,500 cubic feet per second (cfs) from Camanche Dam.  Mr. 
Lawson purchased the property with the mobile home in 1993.   
 
 
7.0 – PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
The project as proposed will not compromise the functionality and/or maintenance of the 
Mokelumne River DF.  Using the best available data and mapping tools, it is unclear as 
to whether the mobile home actually lies within the DF.  Staff estimated that the mobile 
home is approximately 12 -14 feet outside of the DF boundary, on ground higher than 
the limits of the DF.  See Attachment C-3.  Staff concluded that flows at or below the 
design flow of 8,500 cfs released from Camanche Dam would not exceed the limits of 
the DF boundary.  Staff reviewed data from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
and the California Department of Water Resources and determined that since the 
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completion of Camanche Dam in 1963, the maximum discharge has not exceeded 
5,000 cfs. 
 
The right bank of the DF near the area of the proposed mobile home site has 50-year 
old oak trees.  The bank shows no signs of erosion, sloughing, or caving. 
 
7.1 – Hydraulic Analysis 
 
The scope of the work for this project does not require a hydraulic analysis.   
 
 
7.2 – Geotechnical Analysis 
 
The scope of the work for this project does not require a geotechnical analysis. 
 
8.0 – AGENCY COMMENTS AND ENDORSEMENTS  
 
The comments and endorsements associated with this project, from all pertinent 
agencies are shown below: 
 

• The USACE comment letter was received on December 16, 2014 for this 
application.  The letter indicates that the USACE District Engineer has no 
objection to the project.  This letter has been incorporated into Permit 18998 as 
Exhibit A, included with this staff report in Attachment B.   

 
• San Joaquin County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 

(SJCFC&WCD) has endorsed the project with conditions.  These conditions were 
incorporated into the Board’s permit conditions and the SJCFC&WCD letter is 
included in Attachment D for information purposes.  All other applicable 
conditions have been incorporated into Permit 18998.   

 
 
9.0 – CEQA ANALYSIS  
 
Board staff has prepared the following CEQA findings:  
 
The Board, acting as the CEQA lead agency, has determined the project is exempt from 
CEQA under a Class 2 Categorical Exemption (CEQA Guidelines Section 15302) 
covering replacement of existing structures and facilities. 
 
 

Sterling Sorenson, WREA 3 



Application No. 18998  Agenda Item No. 4A 

10.0 – SECTION 8610.5 CONSIDERATIONS 
 
1. Evidence that the Board admits into its record from any party, State or local public 

agency, or nongovernmental organization with expertise in flood or flood plain 
management: 
 
The Board will make its decision based on the evidence in the permit application and 
attachments, this staff report, and any other evidence presented by any individual or 
group. 

 
2. The best available science that related to the scientific issues presented by the 

executive officer, legal counsel, the Department of Water Resources, or other parties 
that raise credible scientific issues. 

 
The accepted industry standards for the work proposed under this permit as 
regulated by Title 23 have been applied to the review of this permit. 

 
3. Effects of the decision on the entire State Plan of Flood Control, and consistency of 

the proposed project with the Central Valley Flood Protection Plan as adopted by 
Board Resolution 2012-25 on June 29, 2012: 

 
This project has no adverse effects on facilities of the State Plan of Flood Control 
and is consistent with the Central Valley Flood Protection Plan.  The project site will 
be managed and maintained to all applicable standards by Wild Rose Vineyards or 
its successor or assigns. 
 

4. Effects of reasonable projected future events, including, but not limited to, changes 
in hydrology, climate, and development within the applicable watershed: 

 
There will be no impacts to the proposed project from reasonable projected future 
events. 

 
 
11.0 – STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends that the Board: 
 

1. Adopt the CEQA findings;  
 

2. Direct the Executive Officer to take necessary actions to execute the permit and 
file a Notice of Determination pursuant to CEQA with the State Clearinghouse.  
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12.0 – LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  
 
A. Location Maps and Photos 

B. Draft Permit No. 18998  

Exhibit A – USACE comment letter dated December 16, 2014 
C. Design Plans 
D. Local Maintaining Agency Endorsement 
 
 
 
 
Design Review:  Sterling Sorenson, WREA  
Environmental Review:  James Herota, Senior Environmental Scientist 
Document Review:  Mitra Emami P.E., Permitting Section Chief 
  Len Marino P.E., Chief Engineer 
Legal Review:  Nicole Rinke, Counsel 
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